Canada: The nation that
most other countries
aspire to be!

A comprehensive analysis of Canada's position as a global benchmark
for aspirational nationhood, examining its economic strength, natural

resources, and exceptional quality of life.

& by Jim Carroll



Presentation Overview

Economic Dynamism and Global
Competitiveness

Exploring Canada's robust economy, innovation ecosystem, and
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Examining Canada's vast resources and sustainable
development approach

Quality of Life and Social Cohesion

Analyzing Canada's exceptional living standards, safety, and
unifying values




Economic Strength: A Global Leader
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Canada operates a highly developed mixed economy, ranking 9th globally with a nominal GDP of USS$2.23 trillion in 2025 and a GDP per capita of approximately
US$65,710.



Fiscal Prudence: Foundation of Stability

19.2% AAA 1.7%

Net Debt-to-GDP S&P Credit Rating Projected Growth
Lowest among G7 nations (Q12025) Maintained stable outlook (2024) Strongest in G7 for 2025

Canada's fiscal prudence is notable, with its net debt-to-GDP ratio remaining among the lowest within G7 countries,
while maintaining strong credit ratings of AAA from Standard & Poor's and Aaa from Moody's.



Banking System: Unmatched Stability

World's Most Stable Banking U %
System i

The Canadian banking system consistently ranks first in
the G7 for stability, a testament to its well-regulated and
well-capitalized financial sector.

This resilience is crucial for sustaining economic growth
and enhancing living standards, particularly amidst global
trade uncertainties.




Innovation Ecosystem: Fertile Ground

Global Rankings

Ist globally in VC recipients and
joint venture/strateqic alliance
deals

Strategic Shift

Need to balance "push” innovation
with "pull" mechanisms like
procurement

Startup Support

Numerous federal innovation
programs tailored to early-stage
needs

Scaling Challenge

Many successful startups acquired
by foreign entities after reaching
S50-100M revenue



Technological
Breakthroughs
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Healthcare

Synapse Medical's deep
learning algorithm achieves
94% accuracy in early
cancer detection

Smart City Solutions

Toronto's Al waste systems
reduced costs by 30%;
Vancouver's traffic
management cut commute
times by 15%

Clean Energy
Innovation

General Fusion secured
S400M for demonstration
plant; Canadian Solar
achieved record efficiency
rates
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Strategic Trade
Relationships

15 1.5B 65%

Free Trade Consumer EU Trade
Agreements Access Growth
With 51 countries Preferential access to Since CETA

worldwide over 1.5 billion implementationin
consumers 2016

Canada's proactive approach to trade agreements demonstrates its
commitment to fostering a resilient and globally integrated economy,
further solidifying its position as an aspirational nation.



Natural Resources: Economic Cornerstone

@ Natural Resources [ Other Sectors

In 2023, natural resources contributed an impressive $464 billion to Canada's real GDP, accounting for 21% of the national GDP and supporting 3 million jobs—15%
of total employment—with annual wages averaging $25,000 above the national average.



Resource Sector: Productivity Powerhouse

Driving Economic Efficiency

The natural resources sector's productivity rate is 2.5

times greater than that of the overall economy, with oil E CANURCE : i !i- :
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and gas extraction notably contributing $356 GDP per
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This high productivity, coupled with $2 billion invested in il
Research and Development (R&D) in 2022, indicates that
the sector is not merely extractive but a highly efficient
and innovative engine for economic growth.




Global Resource
Leadership

World's Leading Producer of Potash

Essential for global agricultural productivity

Top 5 Global Producer

For diamonds, gold, indium, niobium, platinum group metals,
titanium concentrate, and uranium

Strategic Reserves

World's fourth-largest proven oil reserves and third-largest
reserves of uranium




Critical Minerals: Strategic Advantage

Powering the Green Economy

Canada's diversified mineral endowment, which includes LEAN TECHNOLOGY
C Cl

critical minerals essential for clean energy applications CRITICAL
and advanced technologies, positions it as a crucial MINERALS

player in the global transition to a green economy.

The demand for critical minerals is expected to rise with
the growth of electric vehicles, infrastructure, and
defense spending, creating hundreds of thousands of MODAY AFCl...

high-paying jobs across the country, including for
Indigenous communities.



Responsible Resource
Management
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National Strateqgy

Comprehensive approach to prioritize sustainable
development while maximizing economic benefits

ESG Leadership

Leveraging strong environmental, social, and governance
credentials for competitive advantage

Market Premium

Ethical and environmentally responsible sourcing
commands premium prices in global markets




Climate Commitment: The Balancing Act

Ambitious Goals

e Commitment to climate neutrality by 2050

¥
e Interim target: 40-45% GHG reduction below 2005 CLEAN
levels by 2030

TlENEWABLE ENERGY

e Phasing out coal and investing in clean technologies

Persistent Challenges

e Emissionsincreased by 20% since 1990

e Some provincial opposition to climate action

e Continued fossil fuel exports



Quality of Life: Global
Excellence

ard 7th Ist

Quality of Life Human G7 Happiness
Rank Development World Happiness
U.S. News (2023) HDI Global Ranking Report (2025)
(2022)

Canada consistently ranks highly across various dimensions of well-
being, outperforming the OECD average in income, jobs, education,
health, environmental quality, social connections, and life satisfaction.



The Domestic Challenge: Affordability
L

The Perception Gap

While Canada is globally admired for its safety and
stability, rising costs of living and housing affordability
issues are impacting the perceived quality of life
domestically.

This gap between global perception and internal
experience suggests that while Canada possesses strong
foundational elements, increasing pressure on

affordability could erode its long-term appeal as a
destination for talent if not addressed.



Work-Life Balance: Leading the Americas
Ny

7th

Global Ranking Average Workweek Parental Leave
Remote's Global Life-Work Balance Compared to longer hours in many Maximum available for new parents
Index 2025 developed nations

Canada secured an impressive 7th ranking out of 60 countries, standing as the only nation from the Americas in the top
10, far outperforming the U.S. which ranked 59th.



Education Excellence: Human Capital Advantage
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Secondary Education PISA Score
@ Canada [ OECD Average

A remarkable 92% of adults aged 25-64 have completed upper secondary education, significantly surpassing the OECD average of 79%. Canadian students
consistently perform well in international assessments, with Canada ranked 4th globally in "Best Countries for Education in 2022".



Health and Wellbeing: Exceptional
Standards

Leading Health Outcomes

e Life expectancy of 82 years (vs. OECD average of 81
years)
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e 52.2% of Canadians report very good or excellent
health (1stin OECD, 2023)
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e Universal healthcare system providing comprehensive
coverage




Safety and Security: A Peaceful Nation

] 78% | st @B Top 12
Personal Safety Peace Index Global Safety

Canadians feeling safe walking alone Global Peace Index ranking (2024) Consistently among safest countries
at night (vs. OECD avg 74%) worldwide

Canada's high level of personal safety reflects a societal commitment to peace, civility, and the rule of law, making it a
highly desirable place to live, raise families, and conduct business.



Peacekeeping Legacy: Global Leadership

Historical Commitment

Lester B. Pearson, then Canadian Minister of Foreign
Affairs, was a prominent figure in the inception of modern
peacekeeping, earning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1957 for
his role in mediating the 1956 Suez Canal Crisis.

From its inception until 1989, Canada participated in ECANAD IA

every UN peacekeeping effort, providing the most UN
peacekeepers during the Cold War, with over 125,000 2 gecndes O HSohh  Canotla O
Canadians serving in international operations.




Multilateral Engagement:
Soft Power

Financial Commitment

Eighth-largest financial contributor to UN peace operations
(2022)

Moral Capital

Reputation for fighting for the "common good" on the global
stage

Diplomatic Influence

Enduring dedication to multilateral solutions and
internationalism positions Canada as a reliable and principled
actor




Charter of Rights and Freedoms:
Constitutional Values

Foundational Document

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, enshrined
in the Constitution in 1982, is a foundational document

for Canadian values and a powerful symbol of national ; %ﬁgTAEIg%¥

unity. I RIGOHDS

e Explicitly recognizes the value of multiculturalism
(Section 27)

e Guarantees equality before the law, human rights, and

gender equality

e Provides a stable and enduring framework for social
justice



Progressive Values:
Leading by Example

i} Equality

One of the first countries
globally to legalize same-
sex marriage, protecting
LGBTQ+ rights

%3 Social Justice

Constitutional protection
of fundamental rights
against ordinary
legislative changes

) Multiculturalism

Active promotion of
cultural diversity as a
national strength




Canadian Identity: Unity in Diversity

Modern Canadian Identity A

Modern Canadian identity is characterized by both unity
and plurality, shaped by immigration, regional diversity,
and historical events.

Canadians take pride in encouraging all citizens to honor
their own cultures, with core values including equality,
respect, safety, peace, and an appreciation for nature.




Cultural Mosaic: Beyond the Melting Pot

Cultural Preservation

Active promotion of heritage
preservation rather than
assimilation

Global Model

Blueprint for nations grappling with
demographic shifts and social
cohesion

Sense of Belonging

Approach fosters strong
connection among newcomers to
Canadian society

Diversity as Strength

Differences celebrated within a
cohesive national framework



Balanced Nation-Building: The Canadian
Model

1 Global Peace

2 Social Cohesion

3 Quality of Life

4 Resource Wealth

5 Economic Strength

Canada stands as a testament to the power of balanced nation-building, consistently ranking among the world's top

countries across critical economic, social, and governance indicators.



Strategic Evolution: Resources to Innovation

Transforming Traditional Strengths

C_NADDA
CANADDA

Canada's economic strength is not merely a product of its
resource endowment but is deeply intertwined with its

. | . | . ) TRANSFORMMING
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The nation actively leverages its traditional resource
wealth to fuel innovation in clean technologies and
critical minerals, creating a mutually reinforcing cycle of

prosperity.



Continuous Improvement:
Addressing Challenges

Innovation Strategy

C@ Need for comprehensive approach to retain scaling companies
domestically

Emissions Challenge

7
q Addressing the ongoing increase in emissions despite climate
commitments

Housing Affordability

@ Tackling rising costs that impact domestic quality of life
perception

By transparently identifying and actively working to address these challenges,
Canada demonstrates a capacity for self-correction and continuous
improvement.




Canada's Enduring Appeal: A Model for the
World

Canada's unique blend of robust economic performance,
unparalleled natural resource wealth, and a commitment
to a high quality of life positions it as a truly aspirational
model for nations globally.

Its dedication to multilateralism, human rights, and a just
society ensures its enduring influence and appeal as a
nation that not only thrives but also inspires.

Canada's journey illustrates that true aspiration lies not
justin current achievements but in the ongoing pursuit of

excellence, equity, and a better future for all.



